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Dear Parishioners,

The safety and health of every member of our parish have been in my daily prayers as together we continue
to face the ups and downs of the pandemic. Many of you, I know, have endured great pain and personal
loss, not to mention the numerous concerns that have developed as the pandemic has imposed an ongoing
struggle with fear and isolation in many people’s lives. Still today, there is the ongoing uncertainty of what

is next.

I hope you have been comforted by our local and Diocesan outreach through streaming Masses,
other opportunities for prayer, phone calls, special mailings and our gatherings for events such as the coffee
and doughnuts socials and spaghetti dinners. There were also special collections to support mission

work at home and around the world, food drives to help the hungry, volunteers who cleaned and

sanitized our churches to protect our at-risk parishioners, and outreach coordinators who made
a crucial connection with the elderly and homebound. These are just a few examples of the

outpouring of love we saw in the name of Jesus Christ throughout the pandemic.

I want you to know that through it all, Saint Cecilia Parish has continued to nourish the seeds

of faith that have been planted, seeking to care for the spiritual and material needs of our entire
parish community. The good news in all of this is that the harvest has been bountiful! In fact, the
support provided by you, the faithful, has been just remarkable.

As excited as I am about the impact of our outreach, I also realize that a tidal wave of need
is still on the horizon. Economic uncertainty and continued isolation mean the most
vulnerable among us will need us now more than ever. Our missions and ministries

cannot continue to meet that need without your help.

I want to sincerely thank you for all that you have given to our parish. Remember, your
contributions keep this parish vibrant and impactful. Please remember your parish
this year, and prayerfully consider increasing your stewardship so we can continue

God’s work.

Yours in Christ,

Father Tim

Flowers that Feed the Soul: Our Ministry Listing

e Altar Servers — Altar servers assist the priest in
preparing for Mass. The servers take part in the liturgy
by performing tasks to help the priest celebrate the
Eucharist. Children in grades 3 and above, or once their
first Communion is made, are encouraged to become
altar servers.

e Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion —
These ministers assist the priest in the distribution of
holy Communion.

e Lectors — Lectors proclaim the word of God during
Mass or other liturgical functions and devote time to
preparation and understanding of sacred Scripture. To
serve the parish in the ministry of lector, you must be
of high school age, be able to read well and proclaim the
Scriptures loudly and clearly.

e Ushers — The ushers take up the offertory and
distribute bulletins after Mass. They also assist as
needed with emergencies or other necessary concerns.

e Christian Mothers — The Christian Mothers are a group
of lay women who wish to hold true to the teachings of
the Roman Catholic Church. Additionally, the Christian
Mothers are concerned with the faith formation of youth
and the expansion of their personal faith relationships
with Christ Jesus.

¢ Hospitality Ministry — Ministers of Hospitality help assist
ushers at each Mass and also assist those attending in
fulfilling the special expectations that need to be
observed in light of the pandemic.

e Cantor — Cantors provide musical support of full and
active participation in the liturgy.

¢ Religious Education — Children of the parish are
instructed in the principles of the Catholic faith.

¢ Ministry to the Sick and Homebound — Parishioners
assist the priest in providing pastoral care to the sick
and homebound of the parish. The ministers take the
Eucharist to the sick, whether they are at home, a
personal care home or a nursing home.




Cultivate the Garden Within:
Capital Improvements
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